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15 February 2019 
 
 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
Division of Planning 
Attn: Shane McKenzie, P.E. 
200 Mero Street, 5th Flr. 
Frankfort, KY 40622 
 
RE: Science Hill Railroad Crossing Scoping Study 
 Pulaski County 
 KYTC Item No. 8-9010.00 
 
Dear Mr. McKenzie: 
 
The Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) has received your request for 
information pertaining to the subject project. The Kentucky Fish and Wildlife Information System indicates 
that the federally-listed Northern Long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis), Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis), 
Grey bat (Myotis grisescens), Cumberland Bean (Villosa trabalis), Fluted Kidneyshell (Ptychobranchus 
subtentum), and Cumberlandian Combshell (Epioblasma brevidens) are known to occur within close 
proximity of the project area. Additionally, the state-listed Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius), 
Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis), Brown Creeper (Certhia americana), Hooded 
Merganser (Lophodytes cucullatus), Bank Swallow (Riparia riparia), Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbus 
podiceps), Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus), Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus), Bobolink 
(Dolichonyx oryzivorus), Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus), Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga 
fusca), Great Egret (Ardea alba), Osprey (Pandion haliaetus), Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucticus 
ludovicianus), Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis), and Black Bear (Ursus americanus) are known to 
occur within close proximity to the project area. Please be aware our database system is a dynamic one 
that only represents our current knowledge of various species distributions. 
 
No caves or other unique natural areas are known to occur within the project area. KDFWR recommends 
that you coordinate with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Kentucky Field Office, and contact the 
appropriate US Army Corps of Engineers office and the Kentucky Division of Water prior to any work 
within the waterways or wetland habitats of Kentucky.  Additionally, KDFWR recommends the following 
for the portions of the project that impact streams: 
 

 Channel changes located within the project area should incorporate natural stream channel 
design. 

 If culverts are used, the culvert should be designed to allow the passage of aquatic organisms. 

 Culverts should be designed so that degradation upstream and downstream of the culvert does 
not occur. 



 

 

 Development/excavation during low flow period to minimize disturbances. 

 Proper placement of erosion control structures below highly disturbed areas to minimize entry of 
silt into area streams. 

 Replanting of disturbed areas after construction, including stream banks, with native vegetation 
for soil stabilization and enhancement of fish and wildlife populations.  We recommend a 100 foot 
forested buffer along each stream bank. 

 Return all disturbed instream habitat to a stable condition upon completion of construction in the 
area. 

 Preservation of any tree canopy overhanging any streams within the project area. 
 
To minimize indirect impacts to the aquatic environment, the KDFWR recommends that erosion control 
measures be developed and implemented prior to construction to reduce siltation into waterways located 
within the project area. Such erosion control measures may include, but are not limited to silt fences, 
staked straw bales, brush barriers, sediment basins, and diversion ditches. Erosion control measures will 
need to be installed prior to construction and should be inspected and repaired regularly as needed. 
KDFWR would prefer alternatives that achieve the projected safety concerns for motorists while 
minimizing impacts to fisheries, wildlife, and water resources. 
 
I hope this information is helpful to you, and if you have questions or require additional information, 
please call me at 502-892-4453. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Dan Stoelb 
Environmental Scientist 

 
 

Cc: Environmental Section File 
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